lynnlitfests.com

Programme

I N F O R M AT I O N
All events take place at The Town Hall,
Saturday Market Place, King’s Lynn PE30 5DQ
The Fiction Festival presents some of the best contemporary writers in a congenial and informal
setting. The authors read and discuss their work and will be available to chat and sign your
purchases from the festival’s well stocked book stall. You are welcome to join them and the festival
organisers for lunch at restaurants near the festival venue - details given at the morning events.

Ticket Price
All events £10
Bargain Season Ticket £40
Tickets for students £1 (£5 BST)

Please arrive in good time to be
seated. Readings will commence
promptly at listed start time
Doors will open around 30 minutes in
advance
We ask that you wear your mask
when standing, and you may remove
it when seated

Bookin
By post with
stamped addressed envelope to
Hawkins Ryan Solicitors
19 Tuesday Market Place
King’s Lynn PE30 1JW
By telephone
01553 691661 (of ce hours)
In person at the above address, by
website or at the door on the day
Please make cheques payable to
The Fiction Festival

Raf e Priz
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The festival closes with the raf e
draw for our unique prize - a book
handwritten by all the writers in the
festival

We cannot guarantee that all the
writers will take part in the plenary
sessions
All seats are unreserved
Events and writers are correct at time
of printing
The organisers reserve the right to
make changes without notice
Please tell us if you have changed
your address or wish to join the
mailing list

The Fiction Festiva
is grateful for support from
Hawkins Ryan Solicitors
Programme and website advertisers
Supporters' Club members
You can contribute to help fund future
literature festivals. Join the Supporters’
Club this weekend. Subscriptions only £5
per month with literary prizes to be won in
periodic draws, and you’ll receive
one discounted festival weekend pass
each year

THE WEEKEND’S EVENTS
Friday 11th Marc
7.30pm

Saturday 12th Marc
8.00pm

Jemma Wayne

Peter Benson

Louis de Bernières

Kathy O’Shaughnessy

John Lucas

Robert Edri

Chaired by Rachel Hore

Chaired by Lachlan Mackinnon

Saturday 12th Marc
11.00am
Discussio
Censorship in the days of woke

The writers, chaired by John Lucas

Sunday 13th Marc
11.00am
Stephen May
Gerald Jacobs
DJ Taylo
Chaired by Chris West

Sunday 13th Marc
3.00pm

The festival will close with the
raf e draw
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Chaired by John Lucas
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Rachel Hor

100 years of Ulysses and its
in uence on Modernism
Chaired by John Lucas
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James Wilson
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Discussion
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Alison Moore
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Saturday 12th Marc
3.00pm

Jemma Wayne is the author of three novels: After
Before, Chains of Sand, and her latest thriller, To
Dare (2021). She has been longlisted for the
Women’s Prize for Fiction, and shortlisted for
both The Guardian’s Not the Booker Prize and
the Waverton Good Read Award. Jemma’s
journalism has appeared in National Geographic,
The Huf ngton Post, The Evening Standard, The
Independent on Sunday, and The Jewish
Chronicle among others. Her stage play, Negative Space, ran in 2009 to critical acclaim.
She lives in London.
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The distinguished poet, novelist and critic, John
Lucas, is Professor Emeritus at the Universities of
Loughborough and Nottingham Trent. He is the
author of many academic works, including studies
of Dickens and Ivor Gurney, and has published
seven books of his own poetry. His novels include
The Good That We Do (2000) and 92 Acharnon
Street (2007), the latter two blending ction,
memoir and social history. Waterdrops (2011) is a
poignant story from wartime Malta, the mystery of
which is revealed forty years later. His latest novel, The Life in Us (2021), is about ordinary
people learning how to cope in the extraordinary times of the 20th century.
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Louis de Bernières is well known internationally
as a writer of prize winning novels and short
stories: Captain Corelli's Mandolin (1994), Birds
Without Wings (2004), and A Partisan's
Daughter (2008) among others. His collections
of warm and witty short stories include
Notwithstanding (2010) and Labels (2019). He
returns to King’s Lynn with last year’s title, The
Autumn of the Ace (2021), telling the story of a
family after the Second World War. He lives in Norfolk and as well as writing, plays the
ute, mandolin, clarinet and guitar.

James Wilson is a London-based author of six
novels. His previous are all set in the past, but his
new thriller, Coyote Fork (2020), is set very much
in the present, exploring the consequences of
the algorithms and surveillance of Big Tech in an
increasingly duplicitous online world. James is
also a writer of stage plays and a scriptwriter of
television lms. He lives in London.
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Rachel Hore lives in Norwich and is the author of
ten novels including supernatural chiller, A Place of
Secrets (2010), the best-sellers, A Gathering
Storm (2011) and Last Letter Home (2018). The
seeds of her writing career were sown during her
days as senior editorial director of fiction at
HarperCollins in London. Rachel is a reviewer of
fiction for The Guardian and The Independent on
Sunday. She teaches publishing at the UEA. We
always welcome her regular contributions to our festivals, this year with her latest novel, A
Beautiful Spy (2021).
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Alison Moore is the author of ve novels, and other
books of short stories which received awards. Her
rst novel, The Lighthouse (2012), was shortlisted
for the Booker Prize and won the McKitterick Prize.
Both this and her second novel, He Wants (2014),
were Observer Books of the Year. Her third and
fourth novels received critical acclaim, as has her
most recent, The Retreat (2021), perhaps her best
book so far. She has become a master of
atmosphere with worrying and sometimes alarming tension. Alison is an Honorary Lecturer
at Nottingham University.

Peter Benson is a novelist, poet, writer of
screenplays and short stories with too many
prizes and awards to list here. He has published
eleven novels. Benson was last with us with his
novel, The South In Winter, in 2018, when he
went down a storm. His latest, The Stromness
Dinner, set on Orkney, is an unlikely love story
between food, sex and travel.

Kathy O’Shaughnessy has edited numerous
magazines, including The Literary Review and
Vogue. She has reviewed for The Guardian, The
Times, The Daily Telegraph, The Independent,The
New Statesman and others. After writing short
stories, Kathy published her rst novel, In Love with
George Eliot (2019), the compelling story of
England’s greatest woman novelist. Its publication
was timed to coincide with the bicentenary of
Eliot’s birth. The book is written with a great and infectious passion and for many critics and
readers was the debut novel of the century.
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Robert Edric grew up in and around Shef eld,
and still lives in Yorkshire. He has published 28
novels, including The Broken Lands, A New Ice
Age (winner of the James Tait Black Memorial
Prize and runner-up to the Guardian Fiction
Prize), and a trilogy of crime novels: Cradle Song,
Siren Song and Swan Song. He is one of the
most critically admired novelists of his generation.
His titles are always well received – most recently
Field Service (2015) and Mercury Falling (2018) set in 1954 Fenland. In 2020, Shoestring
Press published an autobiography, My Own Worst Enemy: Scenes From A Shef eld
Childhood, which was described as "a small masterpiece”.

Gerald Jacobs is Literary Editor of The Jewish
Chronicle. He is the author of a non- ction work,
Sacred Games (1995), which was an account of
a Hungarian Jew Holocaust survivor, and two
novels, Nine Love Letters (2016) and
Pomeranski (2020). He grew up around Brixton
in the 1950s and ‘60s and Pomeranski has
been described as an affectionate tribute to the
south London of his youth. He also wrote the
authorised biography of Dame Judi Dench. He lives in North London.

Stephen May is the author of six novels, including
Life! Death! Prizes! which was shortlisted for the
Costa Novel Award, and the Guardian’s Not The
Booker Prize, and We Don’t Die of Love (2019).
Stephen was with us for our festival in 2010, with
his debut novel, Tag (2009, Wales Book of the
Year), and starting already from that high point,
his writing just gets better and better. His latest
and best is Sell Us The Rope, which launches at
this festival. He also writes for television and lm from his home in West Yorkshire.

Born in 1960, the author of thirteen novels and
many other books, DJ Taylor lives in Norwich and
is a regular feature at our festival. He is a
distinguished novelist, critic, journalist and
biographer – notably of Thackeray (1999) and
Orwell: The Life, for which he won the 2003
Whitbread Biography Award, and a history of
literary life in England since 1918, The Prose
Factory (2016). His many novels include Derby Day
(2011) longlisted for The Booker Prize, and Rock and Roll is Life (2018). His second
biography on Orwell is proceeding, and for the festival we are promised a new book of
short stories, Stewkey Blues.
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Writer photo credits: Jonathan Ring (May), John R Rifkin (Jacobs), AP Wilding (Wayne), Bruce Rollinson (Edric). Others supplied.

Stuart House
Hotel

•

Bar

•

Restaurant

• Quiet but central location
• Quality Accommodation
• 15% DISCOUNT on rooms
for Literature festival visitors
(Mention this advert/program)

• OPEN TO NON RESIDENTS
• Cosy Real Ale Bar ‘CAMRA - Good Beer Guide’ listed
• Superb Restaurant and Bar Meals • Beer Garden
35 Goodwins Road, King’s Lynn. PE30 5QX

www.stuarthousehotel.co.uk

email: reception@stuarthousehotel.co.uk
Tel 01553 772169

7a King Street, King’s Lynn
01553 401870
S H O P | DI ST ILL ERY TO URS | M AKE YOU R OWN GI N

VISIT OUR AWARD
WINNING GIN DISTILLERY
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
whatahoot.co.uk

!"#

We look forward to welcoming you to the
Poetry Festival, 30 Sept - 2 Oct 2022
w w w. l y n n l i t f e s t s . c o m

